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Staff Biographies

Jo Ellen Green Kaiser is the executive director of The Media Consortium. She is responsible for strategic direction, development, member recruitment and program management, working closely with TMC’s Coordinating Committee. 
Passionate about mission-driven independent media, Jo Ellen has worked for a succession of independent magazines, including stints as Managing Editor and Associate Publisher of Tikkun, Publisher of LiP: Informed Revolt, and Executive Director and Editor-in-Chief of Zeek. She is driven by a belief that democratic societies thrive only when their members have access to accurate information and informed opinion.  

A leading figure in Jewish media, Jo Ellen is an expert on the Jewish social justice movement. She is the co-editor of Righteous Indignation: A Jewish Response to Justice (Jewish Lights) and co-led the Righteous Indignation Project. She has written about Jewish social justice for a number of publications, including The Jewish Daily Forward, Sojourners, Tikkun and Interfaithfamily.com. 

Erin Polgreen is the managing director of The Media Consortium. She is the operational director of the Consortium’s projects, which in 2011 included the Media Policy Reporting and Education Pilot Project, the Outing the Corporations collaboration and two Innovation and Incubation labs. As the staff representative on TMC’s membership committee, Erin also oversees membership engagement and recruitment for the Media Consortium.

From 2005-2007, Erin was the associate publisher for In These Times, where she managed advertising, marketing, event planning, and other outreach initiatives. Prior to working at In These Times, Erin served with City Year Chicago, an Americorps program, where she co-led a team of literacy tutors at an elementary school on the West Side of Chicago.

Erin has written about media, politics, comic books and Feminism for Attackerman, In These Times, Campus Progress and Care2, among other publications. She is an active member of Chicago’s cycling community, and is a founding organizer of the Chicago Chapter of Hacks/Hackers.

